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tazza were used, as the coaster came to be used, for
supporting the tankards with a view of the prevention
of ale and wine stains on the polished top of the table.
The piece is keenly competed for and, as will be gathered
from the prices quoted below, specimens of exceptional
interest realise prices that put them out of the reach
of any save the richest. Mr. Bradbury makes no
record of an example, and if once in a while a piece of
Sheffield Plate is so styled, it is only by courtesy or
for ulterior motives. The piece will usually be found
according to its size and shape to be a sweetmeat
dish or salver on a stem.
TAZZE (Silver)
1680 (circa). A Charles II. octagonal tazza, engraved
with Chinese figures, birds and branches, border
moulded, 7! in. across square; weight n oz,
3 dwt., at per ounce 605.
1682. A Charles II. tazza, engraved coat-of-arms with
mantling, borders reeded. Maker's mark R.C.
with 6 pellets, in dotted oval, 7^ in. diameter ;
weight ii oz. 15 dwt., at per ounce 4005.
1685. A pair of James II. octagonal tazze, engraved
Chinese figures and branches, border fluted.
Maker's marks I.L. with a fleur-de-lys and two
pellets in a heart, 7! in. diameter, 3! in. high ;
weight 24 oz. 7 dwt., at per ounce 3205.
1708. A Queen Anne plain tazza, embossed gadroon
border. Maker, Nathaniel Locke, 11 in.
diameter ; weight 18 oz. 14 dwt., at per ounce
1405.
1710. A Queen Anne tazza, engraved with coat-of-
arms., marks on top. Maker, Joseph Ward;